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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  52nd 
Aviation  Battalion,  Period  Ending  30  April  1970  (U; 

"I*  s  i 

CL'fA'r  . 

SF.E  DISTRIBUTION  fi  , 

US  T rr\  • 

ANV  f. 


1,  Subjeci  report  is  forwar  led  tor  lev.ew  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  9b,  AR  525-15.  Information  of  actions  initiated  as  a 
result  of  subject  report  should  be  forw,rded  to  ACSFOR  0T  UT  within  90 
days  of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 


ft 


2  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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DEPARTMENT  Or  THE  ASHY 

HEADQUARTERS,  52.CD  A  .'1*1  ION  EATTALI  N  (CO;  .BAT) 
APU  Si  d  Francisco  96494 
"FLYING  DRAGONS" 


AVBACB-CC  14  Hay  1970 

S’JBJECT:  Operation  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Hcadquar tern,  52nd 

Aviation  Battalion  (Co.  bat),  Period  Ending  3”  April  1970, 
RC3  CSFOR-65  (K2)  (U) 


GEE  DISTRIBUTION 


I.  Section  1  -  Operations:  Significant  Activities. 

a.  (C)  General.  This  report  for  the  period  1  Fob r  .ary  1973 
tl  rough  30  April  1970  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  ,.A  525-15, 

USARrAC  Reg  525-15  a., a  U3ARV  Supplement  1  to  i.R  525-15. 

(1)  Headquarters,  52nd  Aviation  Battalion  (Corr.br  ‘ ) ,  LTC  Charles 

D.  Utziyin,  Commanding,  r  mains  at  Cr  j  Holloway,  i  Kiku,  R Vi  .  Inclosure 

I  reflects  the  station  list  of  all  assigned  and  attach.  a  uni'  with 
location  and  *P0,  as  of  30  April  1970. 

(2)  During  this  quarter  there  has  been  no  s'  'r.ific.int  change  of 
mission.  The  battalion  '■ontinueo to  provide  aviation  support  to 

the  U.S.  Fourth  Infantry  Division,  5th  Special  forces  Group,  j.irbornc; 

II  ARVN  Corps,  KAC7,  and.  oth(  r  forces  in.  the  Central  Highl:  nrv  of 
Viotnon#  (See  Inclosure  2)  Ail  operational  and  ci  dnictr  itj ve 
functions  or.ci  activities  of  Ca:r.j  Holloway,  Kollou.-.y  Ar  y  Airfield, 

and  Kontum  Army  Airfield  are  controlled  by  the  52nd  At  Iatior.  ’aattnlion 
(Combat ) . 

b.  (C)  .  r-.oin-ea. 

(l)  Awards  and  Decorations.  The  following  awards  were  ?.;jrevcd 
and  presented  during  this  reporting  period. 


.■no 

MAR 

AFR 

TOTAL 

Silver  Star 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Distinguish'd  Flying  Cross 

5 

2 

0 

7 

Bronze  Star  "V" 

5 

0 

1 

6 

Bronze  Star 

37 

11 

3 

51 

Air  Medal  "V" 

3 

15 

24 

42 

Air  Medal 

640 

185 

109 

934 

Army  Comne  naation  Medal  "V" 

2 

0 

11 

13 

Army  Commend  iticn  Medal 

200 

107 

27 

334 

Purple  Heart 

0 

0 

0 

0 

892 

322 

175 

1339 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AV2;.CB-CC  (14  hay  70) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessors  Learned,  Headquarters,  52nd 
Aviation  Battalion  (Corrb  t),  Period  Endint,  i 0  April  1970, 
RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 


(2)  Cownand  and  Staff  Changes.  The  following  comand  or  bat¬ 
talion  staff  changes  took  place  on  the  dates  indicated: 


POSITION 

LAP?.  R11NX.  SSAi<  (Incoming) 

EnTF. 

(Outgoing) 

S-l 

Cooper,  Patrick  G.,  CPT,  461  6 (r  3867 
Garske,  Carl  A.,  1LT,  389  44  1456 

25  Feb  70 

S-3 

Gooden,  Alphonso,  KAJ,  24?  56  8340 

Roso,  Bill  R.,  MAJ,  568  46  0613 

3  Mar  70 

HHC 

Slade ,  Charles  K.,  CPT,  411  54  7250 
Burdette,  Robert  J.,  CPT,  568  54  2610 

20  FH  70 

119th  Avn 

Co 

Conrad,  J  irony  KAJ,  43C  58  64?S 

Form  Id,  John  P. ,  MAJ,  524  40  8974 

17  Feb  70 

170th  Avn 

Co 

Roes,  Bill  R.,  MAJ,  568  40  0613 

Snell,  Eouglr.s  H.,  M.J,  417  40  2119 

4  K  r  70 

189th  Avn 

Co 

Morgan,  George  A.,  MAJ,  522  46  3666 
Ratliff,  John  P.,  May,  239  50  5939 

8  K  7C 

(3)  PerHcnol  turnover  for  the  r  porting  period  was  as  f  Hows: 
OFFICERS  Ef‘. 


MONTH  GAINS  LOSGE:  CHANGE  O/.lItS  LCSSL-  CHANGE 


(4)  The  battalion  tota^l  pssign  -d  strength  is  1,649  as  of  >'J 
Kpril  70.  The  battalion  is  short  19  comrdssicned  officers,  54 
warrant  officers  and  139  enlisted  r.en.  Strengths  by  unit  nr  shown 
in  Inclosure  3. 

(5)  Information  Office  Activities: 


(a)  Pri  tod  Releases  21 

(b)  Pictorial  Releases  4 

(0)  Hometown  Printed  Releases  90 

(d)  Horretcwn  Pictorial  Releasee  2 
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AVEi.CB-CC  (14  M»y  70) 

SU3JECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  52nd 
Aviation  Battalion  (Co.nbat),  Period  Endian  30  April  1970, 

PCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

c.  (C)  Intelligence.  The  S-2  sectior  co^tinus.,  to  publish  a 
daily  intelligence  suMviry  of  significant  activities  in  the  Pleiku- 
Kontun  area.  Intelligence  information  is  gathered  from  II  ARVd  Crrps, 
5th  Special  Forces,  other  supported  unite,  liaison  visits  to  other 
S-2  offices  -tnd  debriefings  submitted  by  aviators  and  air  mission 
commanders. 

(l)  Enemy  Activity.  There  were  ton  attacks  by  fire  against 
52nd  Aviation  Eattalion  (Combat)  facilities.  Kontun  /„» F  r-ceived 
a  total  8  rounds  of  122cm  rockets  from  three  attacks  director.  ngni  ct 
the  airfield.  Seven  enemy  attacks  by  fire  were  directed  ag  ..wist  Carp 
Holloway  AAF  with  82mm  mortar,  75  recoilless  an.  122mm  rock  ts  1 .at  ir.g 
in  and  around  the  runway.  3  RPG-7  exploded  over  the  field  grna  ::0Q 
with  negative  damage  or  casualties.  The  119th  and  57th  Avn  Ce  nuiU  «r*d 
one  sapper  attack  at  An  Khe. 

(2)  Movement.  Th  403th  Sapper  Bn  moved  bac  .  into  it.  norrr.l 
ar<;  a  of  operations  to  the  northeast  of  Pleiku  City  from  bar  an 

229.  The  unit  has  .nor  ased  in  strength  from  280  men  to  300  rv  n  duritb 
the  last  weeks  in  April.  This  was  substantiated  by  a;  .n’  n  ports, 
captured  documents  and  IR  missions  in  the  area.  Tiv  r>-  h  \\>  lx  .1  r  ports 
that  the  28th  NVA  Regt,  40th  KVA  Arty  Regt  ana  ether  support  elements 
are  located  to  the  east  of  base  area  609  staying  in  cons tan 1  contact 
with  the  local  forces  in  the  Dak  Pek  -  Dak  To  region.  The  present  local 
of  the  66th  KVA  Regt  is  unknown.  The  laat  confirmed  location  wr.s  in 
bas^  area  701, 

(3)  Hew  Units.  Thor  w  rc  no  new  unit3  confirmed  or  reported 
during  the  p.riod. 

(4)  Situation.  The  mission  of  the  KVA  uriits.  remain  unchanged. 

They  have  conducted  attacks  by  fire  on  RF/FF  units,  OF'r  and  poorly 
defended  h  mlet3.  The  K-631  Er.  h  c  been  conducting  attacks  by  f  it 
against  U.S.  and  ARVN  units  and  installations.  The  408th  Supper  !  : 
continues  to  attack  installations  by  fire. 

(5)  Capabilities: 

(a)  Kontura  Province:  In  Kontun  Frovinct,  enr my  forces  can 
conduct  standoff  attacks  or  combination  standoff/sapjer  attacks  ajunet 
US/GVN  installations  anyuher.  in  the  province.  He  c  .n  conduct  1 ar§» 
scale  ground  attacks  in  up  to  reinforced  battalion  strength  vrith 
supporting  artillery  primarily  in  the  areas  of  Da/.  Seang,  E^n  Hat, 
and  Dak  To.  The  enemy  con  employ  nnd  has  employed  mortar.,  up  to 
120mm.  lOOmr  and  105nm  artillery  have  been  used  against  installations 
near  the  Canbobi-n  bora.r.  Enemy  tanks  have  been  reported  along  the 
Ho  Chi  Minh  Trail  providing  convoy  cover  for  the  infiitratien  route, 
Fri_ndly  air  activity  may  be  restricted  with  fire  from  snail  arms, 
automatic  w  apons,  12.7mm,  14.5mm  and  37  anti- dr^r^ft  weapons. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  He  ,a<  u  .rbers,  52 id 
Aviation  Battalion  (Combat),  Period  Endi.ig  30  April  1970, 

RCS  CSFOR-65  (R 2)  (U) 

(b)  PleiJcu  Frovince:  Tho  K631  Composite  Bn  has  the  capability 
of  launching  1 22mm  rocket  attacks  on  installations  in  and  around  Fleiku 
City  and  of  conducting  multi -company  ground  prober  'ixi  attacks  by  fire  on 
villages  and  friendly  unite  in  the  area.  The  24th  i«V<.  Kept  has  the 
capability  of  launching  multi -battalion  ground  attacks,  attacx  by  fire 
°nd  interdiction  of  lines  of  communications  north  and  northwest  of  FI*  -ku. 
The  408th  Sapper  Battalion  is  capable  of  conducting  multi -company  s^ppoi 
attacks  on  Fleiku,  U.S.  and  ARVN  installations,  enu  attacks  by  fire  on 
villages  and  friendly  units  in  the  area.  The  H-15  LF  Bn  is  capable 
of  harassing  villages  and  friendly  units  in  the  .tp'x  using  6(01x1  !acit.j~s  an 
B-40  rockets.  The  95th  Regt  has  the  capability  of  l'un.i  in'  nulti- 
batt«lion  ntiacks  on  villages  and  friendly  unitr  in  the  area. 

d.  (C)  Operations . 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period,  the  5 2nd  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat)  har  supported  combat,  combat  service  and  pad  f:  notion 
operation.,  throughout  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zon  .  Thi  battalion  flew 
a  total  of  32,242  hours  during  the'  period,  including  i6,CL’6  hour-  of 
combat  assault.  Units  or  activities  receiving  daily  .via-ior.  support 
included  the  4th  Infantry  Division,  KACV,  5th  Special  Forces  Group 
(Airborne),  IFP’V  ij-tillery,  II  ARVN  Corps,  und  Fleiku,  Kontvn,Phu 
Bon  and  Blnh  Lirh  Provinces,  Tabulated  data  of  opvr.tional  resul  a 
is  shown  in  Inclosurc  4. 


(2)  The  following  4th  Infantry  Division  operations  were  supported 
during  tho  period: 


ol  hRA :  I .  N 
Minor 

Wayni  Stai 
Fbitnam  Shark 
Greene  Deuce 
Wajcio  Wind 
Ear hart  White 
Engleberck  Flack 


START 

21  January  1970 
30  J  .nu ary  1970 
30  January  1970 
30  J^nunry  1970 
15  April  1970 
10  March  1970 

22  March  197C 


TERMINATION 

Conti nu'  r. 
Cento... u  -i 
Cor tinue- 
17  March  1?7C 
Continues 
Conti nues 
Continues 


(3)  The  lldth  Aviation  Company  (Assault  Helicopter)  relocated  from 
Camp  Holloway  during  this  quarter  and  closed  at  An  Kho  on  22  Mar  70. 

The  l 19th  Avn  Co  (Assault  Helicopter)  Is  continuing  aviation  support 
to  MACV ,  IFFV  Artillery,  5th  Special  Forces  Group,  II  ARVN  Corps, 
and  its  primary  supported  unit,  the  4th  Infantry  Division.  Missions 
supporting  1/10  Cav  and  1/69  Armored  were  deleted  and  a  requirement  to 
support  Task  Force  Dagger  was  placed  on  the  company  during  the  quarter. 


(4)  The  179th  Aviation  Company  (Support  Helicopter)  loc  :.t-d  r.t 
Camp  Holloway  continued  to  provide  general  sumort  primarily  to  the 
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4th  Infantry  Division,  and  IFF/  Artillery,  /it.  leer  -  support  jping 
to  the  II  Corps  (AF.VK),  5th  Special  Forces,  r...6ir.  or§,  and  th  I7th 
Aviation  Group  (Corr.bnt).  Commencing  wiur.  t'  o  In  t  v.c i:  ir  M  r  h  r.nd 
continuing  through  the  north  of  ..p:il  major  CH-47  ru].r>rt  u  provj .rf^r 

to  the  24th  Special  Tactical  2or.e,  and  the  5th  Sp^cia  ~ ■  r  s  ir,  ih 
Dak  Seang/Dak  Fek  irc'>s. 

(5)  The  lc'9th  Aviation  Company  (Assam!  ;•>  licet  ter )  ,  r.  •  .My 
supported  the  4th  Infantry  Division  v’th  some  support  being  pr  v.dcd 
II  ARVM  Corps  and  CCF-XS.  Major  suppor*  was  provided  to  the  24th 
Special  Tactical  Zone  d~rir.b  th-  battle  of  Dak  Scang/Dr.!:  h  i:.  (2  Apr  -  2 

(6)  Tb  170th  aviation  Company  (Assault  H.liccjt.  >•)  r  local  ••  '1 
Camp  Holloway  this  quart. r  and  closed  .t  Kontum  on  15  Mar  7o.  Th  1  w 
mission  oi  the  17Cth  Aviation  Company  is  to  provide  cun  ort  tc  die 
24th  Special  Tactical  Zone,  Command  and  Control  Central,  Kortum 
Province,  and  the  5th  Sp'  cif.l  Forces  Group. 

(7)  TIk  3Clot  Aviation  Company  (Escort)  hr  •  bar  th<  ;  rii  ry  mirri  r. 
of  nuj porting  Command  nd  Control  Central  wit.  ’  .s  .ji G  wirer.l’.  c  .jv. 
During  t’.i  battle  of  Dak  Sear.g/Dak  F-ok,  d  .  .ly  tu; port  f  tvo  «ET-1G 

v  rc  provi  to  the  24th  Gp< ci il  Tactical  Zone . 

(8)  The  57th  Aviation  Company  («ss.ult  Helicojt.r)  *  _oc '.ted 
from  Kontum  this  quarter  and  closed  at  An  Kho  r  13  Mr  70,  The  57b! 
Aviation  Company  provides  support  primarily  to  t:.e  4th  Infcrtr*  Div.i:  .0., 
24th  Special  Tactical  Zone,  _nd  5th  Special  Farces.  Tr.c  majority  of 
support  was  provided  to  the  24th  Special  Tactical  Zone  curing  the  tattle 
of  Dak  Seang/Dak  Pek. 

(9)  During  the  period  the  battalion  again  exp-r'  c..r] 

ha r ardour,  flying  conditions  due  to  dust.  Some  lnr.uirL  ^o;  yer« 
drclarcd  uns- fc  until  the  supported  unit  could  prcaid  a  sotrsfactoi y 
landing  area  fr-e  of  hazardous  conditions. 

e.  (C)  Tr'  inir.g.  /ill  units  and  section,  c  :t.ru  d  to  .s< 
on-the-job  training  to  meet  tactical  and  idminioi:  Live  mis  i  n 
requirements.  Training  as  outlined  ir.  ,A<.  350  0  ries  v  -  conduct- a  nr 
prescribed  with  make  up  classes  scheduled  as  ne.ee  r  fry.  C  and 
emphasis  was  placed  on  instrument  training  of  all  a  tor  »n  pre - 
paraticn  for  the  coming  monsoon  season. 

f.  (C)  I>  gisticc . 

(1)  Class  II: 

(n)  Shortages  wore  experienced  in  flight  gear  and  lotr.in.  . 

This  problem  will  be  eliminated,  cr  substantially  reduced,  in  the  ..  nth 
of  May,  when  r.quisistior.s  will  be  filled. 
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(b)  Motor  vehicle  shortages  have  agiin  b  cere  a  problem.  Recent 
messages  from  the  1st  Logistical  Command  indicate  that  nssict..ncc  will 
be  rendered  in  the  month  of  May  on  ton  ard  2%  ton  Vehicle  ehortng  s. 

(2)  Class  III 

(a)  Total  JP-4  dispensed  by  this  battalion  during  the  reporting 
period  was  3,872,354  gallons  of  which  901,320  gallons  w-.ro  dispensed 
at  Kontum  Airfield  by  the  57th  and  170th  Aviation  Companies.  Ihic 
is  an  increase  of  1,717,754  gallons.  Increased  activity  at  D’k  To 
and  Dak  Seang  was  the  prevalent  factor  for  this  increase  in  JI-4. 

81,300  gallons  of  Avgas  were  dispensed  at  Kontum  to  t’-nntd.nt  r.m  temnt 
aircraft,  /.a  of  29  April  1970,  the  45th  Groun  (G3)  ^ssumeu  o^rationai 
control  of  the  Kontun  Airfi  .Id  refueling  point. 

(3)  Clans  V:  Ammunition  expenditures  and  issues  were  abo  t  th*. 
amounts  of  tho  last  reporting  period.  This  was  ir  direct  relation  t< 
activity  in  the  Dak  To  and  Dak  Seing  areas.  Ammunition  iseu  s  ar.e 
expenditures  for  helicopter  gunships,  by  type.,  were  a:  folleirs*. 


NOMENCLATURE 


I  S3 'JED  FROM  ,.SP  LXPF.PEL 


2.75"  Rkt 

40m 

7.62mm 


23,107 

24,611 

2,562,300 


19; 074 
20  766 
2,006  400 


Tlic  only  problem  area  was  the  allocation  for  81mr  illumination  flare.' 
Tho  initial  allocation  was  not  rc-alistic  '  nd  as  si star.  a.  \.n.;  rtccivtd 
from  the  S-4,  17th  Aviation  Group  to  obtain  additional  amounts , 

g.  (U )  Aircraft  Maintenance. 

(1)  Maintenance  Statistics: 


AK-1G  UH-1C 

:  ’JK-1H 

CH-47C 

iiiroraft  Authorized 

12  32 

92 

16 

Total  Aircraft  Assigned 

11  28.5 

86.2 

16 

Averago  Aircraft  Per  Co 

11  7.0 

21.5 

16 

Availability  Rate  {%) 

65.5  48.6 

67.0 

^•4 

EDM  Rate  (%) 

20.9  34.6 

2  2.9 

26.8 

(2)  Aircraft  on-hand  status  as  of  30  April  1970. 

AH-1G  UH-1C 

UR-1H 

CH-47C 

UNIT 

Auth/OH  Auth/GH 

Auth/OH 

Auth/OH 

57th  Avn  Co 

8/8 

23/21 

119th  Avn  Co 

8/7 

23/21 

170th  Avn  Co 

8/7 

23/19 

b 
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AH-  1G 

UH-1C 

UH-1H 

CH-47C 

UNIT 

Auth/OH 

Auth/OH 

Auth/OH 

Auth/OH 

179th 

Avn 

Co 

16/16 

189th 

Avn 

Co 

8/6 

23/21 

36 1st 
HHC 

Avn 

Co 

12/11 

2/2 

(3)  Aircraft  availability  rates  by  unit  and  other  tabulated 
maintenance  data  are  shown  in  Inclosure  5. 

n .  ( U )  Accident  Prevention. 

(1)  The  number  and  causes  of  forced  landing  showed  no  trends  or 
specific  areas  of  concern.  There  were  two  short  shaft  failures,  an 
engine  failure,  a  low  side  governor  failure,  and  one  instance  of  blown 
transmission  seals.  Probably  the  most  mentionable  was  that  of  a  forced 
landing  necessitated  by  the  breakup  of  the  90°  gear  box  and  tail  rotor 
which  occurred  on  27  April  1970.  The  aircraft  was  landed  without 
injury  to  the  crew  and  passengers  and  without  further  damage  to  the 
aircraft.  Suspect  components  were  submitted  for  teardown  and  analysis. 

(2)  There  were  seven  precautionary  landings  in  February  due  to 
hydraulic  problems.  This  area  was  investigated  and  it  was  found  that 
the  failures  occurred  due  to  lack  of  proper  hydraulic  test  equipment, 
lack  of  supervision,  and  contamination  (dust,  dirt)  within  hydraulic 
shops.  Steps  were  initiated  to  test  all  locally  made  hydraulic  lines 
and  fittirgs  and  to  properly  sanitize  all  shops.  With  increased 
supervision  and  more  efficient  maintenance  operations,  this  problem 
has  now  been  alleviated. 

(3)  Seventy-five  precent  of  the  incidents  were  either  main  rotor 
or  tail  rotor  strikes.  Fifteen  of  the  incidents  involved  IFR  conditions 
in  dust,  and  ten  percent  involved  mishaps  between  vehicles  and 
aircraft.  Problems  in  these  areas  were  due  to  lack  of  supervision  and 
operational  error,  in  that  the  aircraft  were  operating  at  or  beyond  the 
limits  of  their  design  parameters.  Some  landing  zones  were  both  ill- 
prepared  and  poorly  reconned.  Aircraft  commanders  were  operating  fully 
loaded  aircraft  under  high  density  altitudes,  sometimes  in  downwind 
conditions.  Unforecast  and  often  very  treacherous  winds  were  encountered 
in  many  of  the  mountain  landing  zones.  Emphasis  has  been  placed  on 
operator  awareness  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  aircraft  and  chapter 
seven  of  the  operators  manual. 

(4)  Accidents  were,  in  seven  cases,  due  to  operational  error  on 
the  part  of  the  aircraft  commander  or  pilot.  Crew  error  and  material 
failure  accounted  for  the  remainder.  Contributing  causes  were,  in  five 
cases,  supervision,  and  in  one  case,  maintenance  error.  The  accidents, 
as  did  the  incidents,  resulted  primarily  from  heavily  loaded  aircraft 
operating  under  high  density  altitudes,  thus  losing  either  power  or  tail 
rotor  control. 
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52nd 
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i.  (U)  Flight  Standardization. 

(1)  The  battalion  standardization  section  flew  271  hours  qualifying 
new  instructor  pilots,  administering  90  day  standardization  rides,  post 
accident  check  rides,  airc aft  commander  check  rides,  and  in-country 
orientation  rides  for  newly  assigned  aviators. 


(2)  Individual  unit  instructor  pilots  performed  numerous 
standardization  rides  of  which  a  large  number  of  these  rides  were  over-due. 
Due  to  the  heavy  mission  requirement  during  the  battle  of  Dak  Seang/ 

Dak  Pek  aircraft  were  not  available  for  training  purposes. 

(3)  The  battalion  has  expanded  its  instrument  program  to  include 
two  instrument  approaches  and  two  hours  of  hooded  flight  per  month. 

All  aviators  are  supposed  to  meet  these  minimums.  Due  to  the  lack  of 
ADF  and  GCA  facilities  these  minimums  are  not  being  made  because  of  the 
heavy  traffic  at  Pleiku  Air  Force  Base,  many  aircraft  are  being  refused 
practice  GCA's  and  ADF  approaches.  There  is  a  need  for  ADF  facilities 
at  Camp  Holloway. 


j.  (C)  Organization .  Post  Headquarters  has  supported  tenant 
units  of  Camp  Holloway  in  several  areas  including  airfield  operations, 
base  defense,  base  development,  facilities  engineers,  post  exchange, 
officer  and  NCO/EM  Clubs,  special  services,  law  and  order  activities, 
fire  fighting  and  civilian  personnel. 

k.  (U)  Other. 


( 1)  Chaplain. 

(a)  The  52nd  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  Consolidated  Chaplains' 

Fund  designated  special  offerings  as  follows:  building  of  a  school  at 
Xom  Moi,  $594.65;  Leprosarium,  $245.05;  Local  Catholic  Parish,  $104.00; 
indigenous  people,  $404.85.  Total  expenditures:  $1,532.65. 

(b)  Civic  Action  for  the  quarter  included  (1)  firewood  and  garbage 
(for  pigs)  to  Tu  Turn  Orphanage;  (2)  the  52nd  Security  Detaclunent  was 
designated  as  sponsor  for  the  new  Camp  Holloway  Montagnard  Souvenir  Shop; 
(3)  the  361st  Avn  Co  was  designated  to  build  desks  out  of  scrap  lumber 
for  the  school  at  Xom  Moi. 


(c)  Company  sponsorship  of  the  Chapel  Services  has  continued  this 
quarter.  Sponsoring  units  furnish  Lay  Readers,  Ushers  and  Greeters. 

The  choir  has  a  membership  of  20  people  but  the  missions  of  their  units 
cut  its  potential  to  approximately  11  people  each  Sunday.  Chapel 
attendance  has  remained  constant. 
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(d)  The  Billy  Graham  Associates  have  informed  us  of  their  intentions 
of  sending  movies  for  Chapel  program  use.  They  will  be  shown  Sunday 
nights . 

(e)  The  Battalion  Chaplain  made  54  aircraft  flights  and  has  conducted 
7  Memorial  Services  during  the  quarter. 

(2)  Surgeon .  There  are  presently  three  flight  surgeons  at  Camp 
Holloway,  one  at  Kontum  and  one  at  An  Khe. 

(a)  Training:  There  is  a  continual  program  of  training  at  the 
dispensary  both  in  individual  OJT  situations  and  those  of  mass  casualties. 
In  coordination  with  the  71st  Evacuation  Hospital,  several  medics  and 
flight  surgeons  have  worked  at  the  hospital  for  proficiency  training. 

(b)  Preventive  Medicine:  This  field  still  remains  at  the  top 

of  the  priority  list.  Active  measures  have  been  taken  to  decrease  the 
incidence  of  venereal  disease  and  drug  abuse. 

(3)  Signal :  An  increase  of  enemy  activity  in  Kontum  Province 
during  early  April  required  that  a  ground  communications  base  for  the 
battalion  be  established  with  the  24th  Special  Tactical  Zone  at  Tan  Canh. 
The  forward  control  base  is  utilized  to  coordinate  operations  for 
battalion  aircraft  in  the  area,  and  has  resulted  in  improved  support 

of  ground  units,  and  better  utilization  of  52nd  Battalion  aircraft 
operating  in  the  area. 

2 .  Section  2.  Lessons  Learned:  Commanders  Observations,  Evaluations 
and  Recommendations. 


a.  (C)  Personne 1 . 

( 1 )  Critical  MOS  Shortages . 

(a)  OBSERVATION :  There  still  remains  a  critical  shortage  of  quali¬ 
fied  MOS  trained  personnel  in  maintenance  positions.  A  large  number 

of  maintenance  personnel  are  undergoing  on-the-job  training  which  re¬ 
quires  maximum  supervision  and  in  turn,  reduces  man  hour  productivity. 
Critical  shortages  exist  in  such  slots  as  64823  (Maintenance  Officer); 
671CO  (Aircraft  Maintenance  Technician),  67N30  (Helicopter  Technical 
Inspector),  and  67N20  (Helicopter  Repairman). 

(b)  EVALUATION :  Reduced  effectiveness  of  the  unit  and  aircraft 
availability  rates  result  from  unqualified  personnel  performing  MOS 
skills  in  an  OJT  status. 

(c)  REC OMMENDATI ON :  Have  CONUS  trained  personnel  programmed  to 
receive  practical  work  in  their  MOS  prior  to  overseas  departure. 
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(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  Careful  selection  of  personnel  in  a  related 
field  are  used  to  fill  these  vacancies.  OJT  training  is  conducted  in  all 
MOS ' s  where  vacancies  exist. 

(2)  Drug  Abuse. 

(a)  OBSERVA flON:  This  battalion  has  previously  reported  a 
decrease  of  drug  abuse  throughout  the  enlisted  ranks.  During  the 
past  three  months  there  has  been  a  further  decrease  in  this  area. 

(b)  EVALUATION :  The  decrease  in  drug  abuse,  while  not  as 
pronounced  as  desired,  has  been  evident  in  the  amount  of  drugs  and 
marijuana  being  turned  in  to  battalion  officers  and  NCO's.  It  is 
thought  the  "No  Questions  Asked"  policy  is  to  be  credited  with  part  of 
the  success.  Command  emphasis  in  this  area  continues  to  be  important 
in  controlling  this  problem. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION :  Continued  emphasis  be  placed  in  eliminating 
the  drug  threat  at  its  source.  To  effectively  accomplish  this  end,  the 
Military  must  continue  to  obtain  cooperation  and  assistance  from  the 
Vietnamese  authorities.  In  addition,  further  effort  must  be  made  to 
enlarge  the  "Drug  User  Self  Help"  program  to  accommodate  new  users  or 
newly  addicted  personnel. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  Existing  troop  information  efforts  have  been 
expanded  to  include  personal  contact  whenever  possible.  Personnel  who 
have  divorced  themselves  from  drug  activity  1  ave  been  employed  as 
spokesmen  in  an  attempt  to  reach  the  offender  at  his  own  level. 

b.  (U)  Intelligence.  None. 

c .  ( C )  Operations . 

(1)  CH-47  Loading  Areas. 

(a)  OBSERVATION :  There  has  been  an  increased  lack  of  organization 
in  the  CH-47  loading  areas. 

(b)  EVALUATION :  The  CH-47  loading  areas  and  loads  are  being 
controlled  by  members  of  individual  units  rather  than  coming  under  one 
central  controller.  Radio  communications,  information  on  the  number 

of  sorties  and  their  destinations,  and  proper  rigging  fall  far 
short  of  being  adequate  without  experienced  pathfinder  controllers  or 
trained  "Pad  Men." 
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(c)  RECOMMENDATIONS:  (1)  That  air  ".overrent  sections  of  major 
units  consolidate  resupply  of  subordinate  unit.'  under  the  management 

of  one  appointed  CH-47  loading  area  controller.  (2)  That  controllers  be 
furnished  with  call  signs,  frequencies  and  load  information  by  the  units 
being  supported. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  Reported  on  previous  ORLL’s. 

(2)  Incomplete  or  Inaccurate  Mis.ion  Requests. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Incomplete  mission  information  continues  to 
hinder  mission  accomplishment. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Many  mission  sheets  are  incomplete,  inn  ■•curate  end 
contain  inadequate  information.  Landing  zones,  pich-up  zones,  fr  juencies 
and  call  sign  information  are  incorrect.  The  typo  loads,  size  loads 

and  flying  time  required  for  the  mission  are  frequently  inaccurate. 

This  problem  occurs  most  frequently  on  missions  supporting  the  4th 
Infantry  Division. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION :  Incomplete  mission  requ.  sts  should  be 
denied.  Mission  changes  should  be  coordinated  with  unit  operations. 

(d)  CuMMAND  ACIION:  Reported  on  two  previous  ORLL. 

d.  (U)  Organization.  None, 

e.  (U)  Training. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  The  Camp  Holloway  hover-test  area  is  unsatisfactory 
and  hazardous  to  use  as  a  flight  training  f  cility. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  The  hover-test  area  remains  the  only  flight  training 
facility  in  the  Pleiku  area.  It  is  hazardous  to  use  and  much  essential 
training  cannot  be  accomplished  due  to  the  fact  that  low  level  entries 
cannot  be  initiated  when  the  winds  are  from  the  cast  because  the  approach 
leg  overflies  a  EOQ/BEQ  area.  Also,  there  is  r.o  facility  on  Camp  Holloway 
to  provide  the  required  gas  chamber  exercise. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION :  That  the  present  hover-t -st  area  be  widened 
and  lengthened  and  that  a  new  area  be  built  for  aviator  training.  Any 
selected  area  should  not  cause  the  traffic  pattern  to  overfly  a  built  up 
area  where  an  ongine  failure  at  low  lovel  could  have  catastrophic  results. 
Recommend  further  that  an  adequate  facility  be  provided  as  a  gas  chamber 
so  that  units  may  accomplish  satisfactory  semi-annual  training  in  CBR. 

(d)  COMMAND  ACTION:  None. 
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f.  (C)  Logi3tice. 

(1)  Plight  Equipment. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Flight  equipment  which  in  a  necessity  r  safe 
flight  is  becoming  extremely  difficult  to  obtain. 

(b)  EV .LUnTI IN:  Thor,  have  been  several  innt..rc-.s  viicr.  f.ight 
equipment  has  been  extremely  difficult  to  oLt  in,  particularly  gloves, 
body  rmor,  nomox  clothing  (proper  sire),  and  survival  radios. 

(c,  RLCOt  ?  ENT AiTj??:  T!  at  c  r.r.and  emphasis  given  to  t'  prc*>)  r 
of  obt  lining  vitally  needed  equipment  which  has  Ken  r-.qui:  j  ti  vppR  lint.  n<-i 
received  within  a  reasonable  tirau  period. 

(d )  COMh.’JD  ACTIeN:  All  supply  actions  nr  closely  monitored  to  insur- 
timely  submic:  ion  and  cd ho ranee  to  proper  procedures. 

(2)  FPL  for  TVdiun/Heuvy  L'ft  Helicopters. 

(a)  uB. '  VATION:  There  continues  to  be  critical  ohcrtife  of 
refueling  points  for  Cii-47/54  type  aircraft  operating  in  tK  nh  Kbe  ai  a. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Due  to  the  fact  tint  ther_  is  only  on.  usable 
refueling  point  in  the  An  Khe  -ir^a,  CH— 47/54  type  airc~' "t  are  nonet! 
forced  to  reiarin  icle  up  to  45  minutes  waiting  for  POL.  large  air 
operations  requiring  u  number  cf  CH-47/54  u  '.’craft  are  c  ri  ,nl  - 

due  to  this  limitation.  The  aircraft  waiting  for  POL  also  aud  to 
the  congestion  of  the  airfield. 


(c)  RECOMMEND.. TICK:  That  th  .  oil  refueling  *  oint  at  Ar.  K’k 
(formerly  comrolled  by  nn  nhc  Towor)  be  reactivat  for  tK  exciuu. 
uso  of  CH-47/54  aircraft.  This  would  serve  as  a  solution  tw  the  K  yy 
aircraft  r*  fueling  problem,  would  save  valuable  working  time,  me.  w.-ul d 
case  the  confection  of  traffic  at  Golf  Course  .'uf. 

(d )  COJIMANP  ACTION :  N one. 


g.  (U)  0  .  •  ur  ’  cati-ns.  None. 

h.  (C)  Sutport  and  Tactics  Durir.r  Battle  of  Dak  So  a. ip . 

(l)  Tn  rtim  Used  by  Supporting  Aviation  Assets. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Tho  NVA  offensive  at  Dak  Soang  which  began  in 
this  reporting  period  caused  excessive  aviation  porsoim*.l  and  equipment 
i>s.  s. 


(b)  EVALUATION:  Aviators  and  ground  commanders  continue  to  use 
tactics  ind  tochniquos  developed  several  years  ago  against  much  less 
sophisticated  and  poorer  equipped  Viet  Cong  Guerillas.  Th<_  HVA .unit 3 
_ngaged  at  Dak  Soang  were  highly  tr  ined,  with  sophisticated  weapons 
and  uodern  tactics. 
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(c)  RECOI 2 Zl POTION:  Recommend  all  units  continually  etroas  the 
capabilities  of  highly  trained  KVA  units  and  tho  requirement  to  adapt 
aviation  tactical  techniques  to  each  situation. 

(d)  CCMM,u<e  ACTIO;::  i.asignod  ccnpani  s  regularly  brief  o:i  the  tactics 
and  weapons  curr  utly  boing  used  by  regular  NVA  units  as  information 
boconcs  available  from  ground  unit  commanders  and  experience  factors. 

Units  were  required  t;  vary  tactics  and  tecb.iquos  to  preclude  stereo¬ 
typed  aviation  operations  and  to  avoid  lew  level  operations  whenever 
possible. 

U)  Sicurit/  of  Downed  Aircraft. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Failure  of  supported  unit  to  provide  reaction 
and  security  forces  for  downed  aircraft  h~d  adverse  effects  on  the 
aviation  units  providing  support. 

(c)  RZCblMKNDATION’:  A  dot.-ilc^  plan  must  bo  arre-^d  on  by  the 
aviation  aiid  supp  rt.  a  units  concerning  the  security  of  downed  aircr'-ft, 
provision  of  chase  aircraft,  and  the  pickup  of  downed  crews. 

(d)  COtu'.J.P  nCTION:  Airmobile-  operations  ore  now  planin  d  in  explicit 
detail.  Jnclud.-i  in  this  plan  arc  specific  responsibilities  for  both  aviation 
and  ground  units  relative  to  tho  security  of  downed  aircraft  and  crow3. 

(3)  Security  of  Lari  lira  Zone. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Troops  initially  inserted  into  lauding  zones 

fuiled  tj  disperse  sufficiently  to  provide  3ec^irity  for  incoming  holicoptors, 

(b)  EniLIViTO!' :  When  fire  support  was  of  little  use  due  to 
nearness  of  eneny,  ground  troops  failed  to  disperse  sufficiently 
causing  incoming  aircraft  t«  be  vulrmrablo  to  enemy  fire.  This  made 
airmobile  operations  almost  impossible  and  led  to  excessive  losses. 

(c)  nECOMMElpATIOK:  That  ground  tactics  durir."  combat  assaults 
include  adequate  expansion  to  provido  necessary  security. 

(1)  CQlCteO  ACTION:  Tactics  utilized  by  supported  units  are  reviewed 
by  aviation  personnel.  When  necessary,  improvements  in  those  areas  of  special 
concern  to  aviation  units  aro  recommended  for  inclusion  ir.  tho  ground  tactical 
plan. 


(4)  Snomy  Tactics. 

(a)  03SERV..TI0U:  Tactics  of  the  enory  made  aviation  operations 
vuln»r'’.blo  and  eifficult. 

(b)  EVALUATION :  The  tactics  of  the  enemy,  in  many  cases,  was  to 
get  as  cl^so  to  the  friendly  positions  as  possible  which  node  close-in 
fire  suj  port  extremely  difficult.  Tho  enemy  refused  to  pull  back  but 

13 
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AVBACfc^C  (U  fey  70) 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Report  -  Lob son*  Learned,  Headquarters,  52nd 
Aviation  Battalion  (Combat),  Period  Ending  30  April  1970, 
RCS  CSF0R-65  (R2)  (U) 


crowded  and  hugged  the  friendly  positions  causing  aerial  resupply  and 
aedical  evacuation  operations  to  be  extremely  vulnerable  and  difficult. 

(e)  RECOMMEND AT ION :  Reevaluate  the  enemy's  capabilities  and 
tactics  and  alter  our  tactics,  procedures  and  techniques  so  as  to 
take  the  element  of  control  away  from  the  enemy.  Aviation  tactics, 
procedures  and  techniques  should  be  so  flexible  as  to  adapt  to  changir.2 
eneay  situations  and  deny  the  enemy  the  initiative  on  the  buttle,  I..,  J. 


(d)  COMMAND  ACTION;  The  use  of  stereotyped  tactics  when  conducting 
airmobile  operations  has  boen  discouraged. 


6  Incl 


CHARLES  D.  UTZKAN  ) 
LTC  nr 
Commanding 


DISTRIBUTION: 

2  -  CINCUSARFAC,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT,  A?0  96558 

3  -  CG,  USARV,  ATTN:  A.VHGC-DST,  APO  96375 
2  -  CG,  4th  Inf  Div,  APO  96249 

2  -  CG,  1st  Avn  Bde,  ATTN:  AVBA-MH ,  APO  96384 
7  -  CO,  17th  CAG,  ATTN:  AVBACB-SC,  APC  96240 
1  -  Each  Staff  Section 
1  -  Each  Company 
5  -  S~3,  52nd  ABC 
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«VB*CB-3C  (14  May  70)  1st  Ind 

SU3JECT:  Operational  Re port  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  52nd 
Aviation  Battalion  (Conbat),  Feriod  Ending  30  upril  1970, 

RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

Da,  HErtDQUaRTil.S,  17TH  h'/IaTION  OR  .UP  (COMAT) ,  aPO  96240  29  May  1970 

TO:  Department  of  the  Army  (ACSTOR ,  DA),  Washington,  D.C.  30310 
Commanding  General,  I  Field  Force  "ietn  m,  \»^0  963  50 

1.  (U)  This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  the  attached  report,  considers 
it  adequate  ana  concurs  with  the  contents,  except  as  indicated  below. 

2.  (C)  T..e  following  comments  and  recommend  ticns  are  submitted: 
a.  Section  1.  Opera tions:  Significant  activities. 

(1)  rersonnel. 

(a)  i*on  concur  with  paragraph  lb(3).  nM  losses  for  april 
snould  be  174  as  shown  by  the  reports  submitted  to  this  headquarters. 

(b)  Non  concur  with  the  strength  figures  in  inclosure  3, 
paragraph  lb(4).  The  authorized  figures  for  the  EM  in  inclosure  3  should 
be  as  indicated. 

UNIT  .tLTH  STRENGTH 


HHC 

85 

57  th  ,ivn 

Co 

218 

116th  ,ivn 

Co 

218 

170th  ^vn 

Co 

218 

179th  avn 

Co 

227 

189th  .ivn 

Co 

216 

361st  *.vn 

Co 

64 

Bn  Total 

Snould  Reflect: 

1509 

(2)  Intelligence .  The  intelligence  section  should  include 
information  on  the  number  of  aircraft  shot  at  and  hit  by  ground  fire. 

Tne  type  weapons  snould  be  included  when  known. 

(3)  Logistics.  .ion  concur  witr*  the  comments  in  paragraph  lf(l). 

This  problem  hus  been  resolved  through  timely  submission  of  normal 
requisitions.  if 
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rtVflnCB-3C  (14  PLy  70)  1st  Ind  29  hay  1970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters ,  52nd 
Aviation  Battalion  (Combat),  Period  Ending  30  .ipril  1970, 
ttCS  CSrOfi-65  (R2)  (U) 

(4)  aircraft  Maintenance.  The  aircraft  authorization  as  shown 
in  paragraph  lg(l)  has  mixed  TuE  and  1st  Bde  fill  level  quantities.  The 


correct  figures  are 

shown  below: 

aH-IG 

UH-1C 

uH-lH 

LOH 

auth/OH 

Auth/oH 

iiUth/OH 

Auth/OH 

179th 

2/0 

361st 

o/n 

12/0 

0/1 

HHC 

0/2 

3/0 

b.  Section  2. 

Lessons  Learned: 

Commander 's 

Observations, 

Evalua- 

tions  and  Recommendations. 


(1)  Concur  with  the  coinents  in  p  r.r  'r^ph  2c(l).  Hie  policies 
ore  explicit  but  are  not  adhered  to  by  oil  tin?  rround  elements.  This 
Headquarters  continues  to  monitor  missions  in  an  attempt  to  insure  that 
adequate  control  is  provided.  Any  deviations  from  policy  should  be 
reported  to  this  headquarters  for  action. 

(2)  Paragraph  2a  (3)  Drug  -ibuse  should  read  2a  (2)  Drug  Abuse.  * 

(3)  Commencing  with  subparagraph  2e  Training  on  page  11  the  para¬ 
graphing  and  subparagraphing  sequence  is  in  error  tnrougn  to  paragraph  2f 
Logistics  on  page  la.  Tne  battalion  has  been  directed  to  submit  revised 
and  corrected  pages  11  through  13.  * 

(4)  Concur  with  the  comments  in  paragraph  2f(2),  POL  for  hkadium/ 
Heavy  Lift  Helicopters.  A  request  for  additional  CLass  III  support  is 
being  forwarded  through  channels. 

FOR  THL  COhKahDrX: 


Cr  : 

CO,  52nd  .3(C) 

*Basic  report  contains  corrected  pages. 


i3St  Adjut'nt 

a 
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aVFA-SC-HIST  (14  .lay  70)  2d  Ind 

ii'JLJi,CT*  operational  Heport-Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  52d  Aviation 

Battalion  (Conbat),  leriod  Ending  30  April  1970,  .130,  3-jP0..~65  (H2) 

u.i,  ric a. quarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  AKj  d.F.  9 *350 

10 s  OoTiiunciing  General,  1st  aviation  brigade,  *10  96334 


This  neadquauters  has  reviewed  and  evaluated  subject  Ojerational  .-ieport- 
Lessons  -earred  and  forwarding  indorse.aent  and  concurs. 


.  Oii  T JQi -  Ai.UEP.s 


w*  • 

1  -  30,  17Vn  nT:  31  (C),  (LLSb  O.iLL) 
1  -  >0,  520  A 7.  (C),  (LESS  O.iLL) 


Acting  Adjutant  3enerrl 


A72AGC-0  (14  May  70)  3d  ind 

%nj  rri  C-orat  onal  heport-Lessons  Learned,  Hea d.iuprtcrs,  5°  -viat  cn 

Battalion  (Conbat),  Period  Lnding  30  April  1970,  C  ...-65  (  •?/(.) 

,  iibAD  LMHf  Jfc,  lb'?  A'/IVllOK  P-.1AJ0,  A?0  9 '3^  21  JUN  ^ 

T.luJt  Corr  anding  General,  united  States  Arrrjy  Vietnar.,  A  Pi  Hi  .A-jGi\ 

Al-0  9^375 

Cora  ander-in-Chief ,  United  States  Arrjy  Pacific,  A  lii  Gi  P-ui'( 

A!  0  96558 

A»  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Dovelo.cient,  Dep.ar  ;ont  of  tr.o 
Arrv,  Wo  nington,  J.C.  20310 

1,  Phis  hea’junrters  has  reviewed  tne  Operational  r.et^crt -Lessor"  n^rr:  *>l 
fro."  the  5 2d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  and  concurs  w  th  tne  cont<nrs  of 
the  -eport. 

7.  The  following  comments  are  considered  appropriatei 

0.  Pa  rag  a  ph  lf(l)(b),  pa  e  1  Tr.roo  i  "on  tracts  and  tro  ?  ton 
trucks  wore  r  leased  to  the  l?€h  Aviation  Group/( Combat ) ,  in  ,-j  C; 
novover;  the  Air  Caval  y  Squadron  has  be  given  fir-t  pr  orit,  ocause 
of  shortages  within  that  organization.  Additional  vehicles  w.l  >e 
roloasod  in  the  next  39  days. 

b.  Paragraph  2a(l)(c),  age  9i  Aic-  s  .ortage  of  otary  -n.  A-car  icol 
^nspoctors  is  a  recognised  problem  at  all  levels  of  command,  •> n>d  currently 
JA  is  making  action  to  alleviate  this  s!ortage. 


WAimi  N  A 
Cl’  I  .  At.c 


m 

li.ibHSON 


Asst  AG 


.t  ills  cc::  aidjRi 
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AVHjC-DS? 

SUBJECT! 


(14  May  70)  4th  Ind 
Operation  Peport  -  Lessons 
Battalion  (Combat),  Period 

vW)  (U) 


Learned,  Headquarters,  52nd  Aviation 
Ending  30  April  1970,  PCS  CLFCB-65 


Headquarters,  United  State,  Ar.y,  Vletna.,  APO  San  Pranclsco  96375  ’ 

AFO^Sb'w'"  hl*f’  hlted  JUten  Pacific,  A  TUT*  i  SPCP-HT, 


^u“.Batta,lon  'W>  ~  ™ 


2.  (c)  Comments  follow! 


assigned  t^hV^ul^lnlLT^n  '  th* 

anl  control  are  r...  used  to  organize 

units  by  aviation  conJlndSa  and  .taffa”!^,  JU‘T  wllh  6UPP0««1 

change  of  the  entire  elation,  ho  ^iSV^C^ST.'^Sr*1 

=ii?S£3?"i;=“-  ssriS’ss  s . 

correct  and  co.pl.te.  No  .ctl“  by*  Sa^oVS;  U  rfco£*mrf *" 


n  Reference  ^ea  concerning  'TOL  for  Medlua/Heavy  Lift  Helicopters  •• 

S::;  1=  ^ 

rr  .  ,  *  *  reactivation  is  deemed  necessary,  coordination  will  h* 

effected  for  the  An  Khe  Airfield  Command  to  assume  ^ponsIblUty  ?0^ 
refueling  operations.  No  action  by  USARPAC  or  DA  Is  recommended^ 


POP  THE  COMMAND EF  i 


CFi 

HQ,  1st  Avn  Bde 
HQ,  52d  Avn  Bn  (Cbt) 


n 


/  / / /{  i.- 

cCfi  lA  W  <„*  ,, .  fr 

t  r-  1 

A&S  Sid  1  nVJ  .  V  1  e  j 


•r  < 
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GPOP-DT  (14  May  70)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  5 2 d  Aviation  Battalion 

(Combat),  for  Period  Ending  30  April  19  70  , 

RCS  CSF0R-65  ( R2 )  (U) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  1 4  AUG  70 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department 

of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


CPI,  ACC 


CONFIDENTIAL 

ORGANI  ZATIONi.L  STRUCTURE 

AND  STATIC..  LIST 

UNIT 

COK-JLM).  R 

LOCATION 

;jo 

52nd  Avn  Bn  (Cbt) 

"Flying  Dragons" 

LTC  Charles  D.  Utziv.n 

Cave  Holloway 
Pieiku,  RVN 

96494 

HQ  &  HQ  Cor.pc.ay 

CPT  Char loo  K.  Slade 

Cary  Holloway 
Pieiku,  RVN 

96^94 

52nd  Scty  Dot 

CP’i  Jirr.y  L.  Duncan 

Cary  H  11 - way 
PI  si  ;u,  R7 

96494 

68th  Radar  Dot 

A? no  Authorized 

Cary  Boll 
Pieiku,  RVi 

9649  * 

94th  Med  Dot 

CPT  ;jthur  H.  Thouar 

Cary  Nell. way 

FI. iMu,  RVN 

99494 

179th  Avn  Cc  (Asty 
"Shrinpboats" 

MAJ  George  A.  He okcr 

Cary  Holloway 

rleike,  RVN 

96494 

189th  Avn  Co  (Ar.lt  Hcl) 
"Ghestridors" 

KAJ  George  A.  Morgan 

Car  Hollo' -ft 
Fl.iku,  RVN 

9649/ 

36lst  Avn  Co  (trcort) 
"Pink  Panthurc" 

KAJ  J  hn  L.  Deryck 

Cor;  Helluva;/ 
Pieiku,  RVN 

96494 

665th  TC  Dot 

CPT  Douglas  B.  Br*wr. 

C-J.-.P  Roll: way 
Pieiku,  RVN 

96494 

621st  Sig  Dot 

None  Authorized 

C.ary  Hall  w  y 
Pieiku,  R.. 

V6494 

344th  jVD(D) 

LTC  Donald  S.  Gallc 

Cary  He  11  .way 
flouca,  RW 

96494 

57th  Avn  Co  (Aslt  Hel) 
"Gladiators" 

MAJ  Byron  E.  Byorley 

Ca>  y  Ra  cl  if  fc 
Ar.  She,  RVN 

9624.9 

755th  Med  Dot 

CPT  Jorona  L.  Ambruster  " 

96494 

119th  Avn  Co  (Aslt  Hel) 
"Alligators" 

KAJ  Jira.y  ...  C.nrad 

Car:  Rad cl iff c 
.J '  Hhe,  RVi 

96249 

170th  Avn  Co  (Arlt  Hcl) 
"Bikinis" 

MAJ  Bill  R.  Ross 

City  Airfii.l 
Kontur ,  RVi- 

96499 

P—e  1  of  1 
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\  •  .Dak  To  Mang  Buk  ( 
1  < 


A  **  i  CONFIDENTIAL 

NA  .l*k  searif,  .  \  ■.  \.  . 

c  •>-*n  ii«t  'T  y  X  ‘  ‘ 

\  •  .Dak  To  Mang  Buk  (  > 

\  *v.) 

1  •Plateau  Gf~  .Bnrliah 

/  !  KOfJTUM  /  .iv&usn 

CA  L,bL^  Dole!  Kleng.  .Kontua 

;  I 

•  -  -  »  '  "  * 

1  /  .Plei  Mrong  '  *  BIWH  CIiYH  1 

Pleiku.  .Holloway  ^  \ 

W  '  PjEXKU  u 

ry,A  r  .Hensel  '  .An  Khe  \ 

Due  Co,  .Oasis  •  . ■  \ 

'  i  -  '  ti  : 

\  t  *  y» 

Vi  .Plei  Me  *  ,  •  .Oui  t’hon 

V<  PHU  BON'  *  /  - 

|  V  /  1  ■  « 

j  \  i  .  Cheo  iheo  -  ••••' 

l  »  *  V 

Si.  > 

/  /  »  ,  * 

TieU  vxar.  ^  •  i  1 

/  /  ~  \  .Buon  Blech  / 


V\  - 


•  An  Khe 


V  dablac 

V\  Ban  e  Thuct 
|  j  (City)  (fcesij 


)  '  .Due 

'  '  ^  •  Bu  Pr  jig  \ 

1  vUAWC.  DUC  .  V 

"Shon  Co.  •01t  "ehik 

) 


r  l 


\  ^ 
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UNIT  STRENGTH  ,v3  OF  30  Ariu  ..  197C 


1.  (C)  Mill  tar’, ; 


UNIT 

Or  FI  CERC 

WjlRR.j,  i 

vTrTCEUS 

El.  LIST 

FD  ME! 

Auth 

A3£ 

Auth 

m: 

A  :th 

I&L 

HHC 

19 

24 

3 

6 

87 

113 

94th  Med  Det 

1 

1 

0 

0 

7 

9 

755th  Med  Det 

1 

0 

0 

0 

7 

9 

52d  Sety  Dot 

1 

3 

0 

0 

151 

168 

68  th  Inf  Dot 

0 

c 

0 

0 

19 

14 

57th  Avn  Co 

19 

14 

51 

a 

219 

15  8 

l?lrd  Mod 

1 

1 

0 

0 

7 

8 

119th  Av .  Co 

19 

17 

51 

34 

219 

159 

17Cth  Avn  Co 

19 

17 

51 

41 

oi(; 

:  r 

154U.  .Mod 

1 

1 

0 

0 

7 

5 

170 tv  Avn  Co 

15 

11 

26 

16 

226 

197 

lH9tl  Avn  Co 

19 

13 

51 

42 

219 

175 

36-2 1  .ivn  Co 

16 

10 

13 

11 

G  L 

06 

622  st  :ig  Di  t 

0 

0 

C 

C 

6 

/ 

t 

55th  Trri.no  Lot 

1 

1 

1 

2 

_  .jT'. 

-JL 

TOT.. TO  5 2d  *BG 

132 

113 

247 

192 

1552 

1243 

IneloTure  3' 
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OPJ*ATlQMaL 

RESULTS 

AS  OF  30 

AiuIL 

1970 

1 .  (o)  Results. 

Car^o 

Sorties 

Troops 

Lifted 

Enecy 

Structure ^ 

Unit 

Flown 

Lifted 

Tons 

r.3A 

Don  De 

i„t  Sni’.oar. 

57th  AhC 

27,870 

45,290 

494 

35 

17 

22 

noth  AHC 

22,922 

34,703 

794 

158 

0 

13 

170th  AHC 

13,941 

27,234 

423 

150 

0 

12  1 

179th  rtJHC 

6,093 

19,003 

10,258 

0 

0 

0 

It! 9th  AHC 

24,278 

35,885 

412 

178 

21 

18 

361 st  ACE 

2.389 

30 

1 

0  < 

52nd  ABC 

97,493 

162,150 

12,382 

1,039 

38 

7J~ 

2.  (C)  Dos jos. 

Aircraft 

,  Lost* 

\irorof t 

Du:-. a  • 

Unit 

Type 

hr 

'iy  jo 

J.T 

57th 

Uh-1C 

0 

UH-1C 

4 

UH-1H 

5 

U.i-lh 

11 

119th  AHC 

Ur.- 1C 

1 

UK-1 0 

16 

UH-1H 

8 

UH-1  n 

32 

170th  hHC 

UH-1C 

3 

UH-1 C 

3 

UK-1H 

6 

UH-1H 

14 

179th  rt£HC 

CH-47C 

0 

CH-47C 

J 

189th  uriC- 

UH-1C 

1 

u;i-i  o 

2 

UH-1H 

3 

UH-1  i> 

17 

TO 

AH— 1 G 

1 

/Hi-1  G 

16 

52nd  ABC 

2  a 

115 

•Lost  Duo  to  Cocbnt  or  natragrurl'- 

IftolotVliH*  -if 


CONFIDENTIAL 


o  o  o  o 


CONFIDENTIAL 


RZC.JITULA7I0N  Or  r  LYI.  0  HOURt 

(i'):  ,.vora_ ;  nur.be  j  i  , 

.:v.'ui’t  is 

■  used  on  t.hore  actual!;.  on- _ 

.  wit:.  tr.o  fAriuwir.  p:\. 

.’laionr:  rir- 

craft  ic. strayed  arc  'r  ppel  lr 

.r.  .  -co ur.i  utility  the  .i  . 

f  11  ving 

aesu-ucti  n.  Replace, .in' 

xft.  :r  pic.  i  p  or;  sc 

.stability 

on  ‘i.t.  first  cay  tr.cy  oecoxse  " 

.is.i  rcr.ij"  or  ultni: 

r'2  '.ours 

following  r*  ipt,  wftich.v.r 

:  lirst. 

UNIT 

.  «  •  -•  •'•v  1 

w.«  r . . i . t 

1  ri— 1  C 

RLvs«!i 

.V  .  J 

He  1  5 

f  i  * 

45.6 

51.5  . 

. - 

nB. LI. 

oiAv.:i; 

57  tn 

FSB 

t’wiH 

h 

7.3 

3.. 

7.9 

o73 

s67 

407 

70.7 

o>.6 

'  1  r 

•  .  • 

33  a 

3  1  ft 
JO:. 

119th 

PEB 

7.0 

354 

50.5 

rj-  / 

/  i 

876 

MAP 

7.0 

293 

42,5 

57.1 

733 

A :  1. 

6.3 

271 

39.6 

1 70th 

F  Lb 

6.9 

271 

39.2 

64.4 

IV- 

MAI 

6.5 

371 

57.7 

71.0 

w 

A  ■  I< 

6.6 

440 

66.6 

61.0 

11  AS 

169th 

LEE 

6.6 

304 

46.  C 

65.5 

r>ft 

MAR 

7.0 

411 

56.7 

54.7 

\on 

APR 

6.9 

...  294 

42.2 

44.6 

74  f._ 

52nd 

FIB 

27.3 

1307 

47.4 

63.0 

737. 

par 

23.5 

1U7 

51.4 

51.4 

68; 

,  PR 

28.2 

_ 1412 _ 

_ >0«  1 

43.6 

_ 1270 

UH-1K 

57th 

Fib 

22.0 

1893 

68,2 

81.7 

11656 

!!AR 

21.1 

1905 

90.8 

76.2 

12# 

r.  PR 

21.9 

1866 

66.1 

58.6 

1161 

119th 

F  F5 

21.6 

2C39 

94.9 

76.2 

1021 

MAR 

21.3 

2132 

100.C 

77.2 

1351 

A  FK 

21.2 

1705 

60.4 

76.2 

1081 

1 70th 

FEB 

21.6 

2176 

100.7 

79.2 

1261 

;ar 

21.4 

1663 

77.9 

74. C 

1051 

APR 

21 .4 

1593 

78.6 

73.6 

1081 

1 69  th 

FL5 

22.4 

1600 

84.1 

68.0 

1131 

MAR 

21.4 

1972 

93.4 

75.3 

124a 

APR 

21.7 

2135 

93.7 

5  a.  6 

1271 

52nd 

FL3 

36.6 

7917 

91.3 

76.6 

144a 

MAP 

34.9 

7677 

90.5 

75.6 

1211 

APR 

66.2 

7219 

66. 6 

67.0 

1141 

"Fere  nt 

cl'  DA 

Program  is  bn 

;;.cd  an  L 

4.  Flying  ~c 

* i  ro  . 

per  air- 

craft  ns 

foils’ 

.’3:  „li-1G-70  Hours,  Cn- 

47-c0  Hours 

,  uh-1C-56 

.!o  4'  . 

ITH-1E-74  Hours. 


.  age  1  ol'  2 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


i 


AH-1G 


ANC.  NO. 

HOURS 

AVG 

V..IL- 

da% 

UNIT  MONTH 

ON  HnN'D 

FLOWN 

HOURS  A 

PILITY 

PROGRAM* 

361r,t  DEB 

-  11.9 

684 

57.4 

71.4 

8^? 

1-ihR 

11.0 

635 

57.7 

70.8 

82* 

APR 

11.0 

811 

..  73.7 

65.5 

105* 

CH-47 

179th  FEB 

16.0 

738 

46.1 

60.6 

77* 

MAR 

19.  5 

S03 

58.6 

54.5 

90* 

H3S 

16.0 

_ 265 

47.8 

59.3 

127* 

Recnpitul  tion: 

Availability, 

operationally  re:dy, 

EDP  ana 

EDM  p'  r 

centals  taker. 

from  DA  Forr.  13 

52  and  daily  aircraft 

status  roroi 1 

’JH-1H 

STD 

res 

MAR 

APR 

Availability 

75% 

7<d.2* 

WEBSM 

Mission  Ready 

U% 

74.4% 

EDM 

20* 

21.4* 

20.6* 

22.9,- 

EDF 

5% 

2.3* 

2.8* 

8.7;. 

I'H-IC 

STD 

FEB 

MAR 

..PR 

Availability 

7?% 

66.3* 

60.8% 

50.1* 

Mission  Re  dy 

63* 

54.0% 

50.8* 

40.6* 

EDM 

20% 

25.6% 

26.5* 

34.6* 

EDP 

St 

. 5.7*  . 

12.6* 

16.6* 

Ji-IG 

STD 

ran 

K:K 

..PR- 

Availability 

7  OX 

71.4* 

70.8% 

66.0* 

Mission  Re  ay 

60% 

75.7* 

65.7* 

96.7* 

EDM 

20* 

28.6% 

29.2* 

3.3* 

EDP 

10*. 

oo. ax 

00.0? 

CH-47 

STD 

FLB 

MAR  ' 

APR 

Availability 

65* 

60. 6« 

vt.o>: 

62.7' 

Mission  Ready 

55% 

76.1% 

61.5 .1 

59.3* 

EDM 

25% 

29.3* 

21.5 

31.8* 

EDP 

10* 

15.1* 

24.0* 

— 0-?i. 

^Percent,  of  DA  Procrarc  is  based  on  a  DA  'flying  Hour  i'rop.r ar  j .c.r 
aircraft  r.r  follows:  /.H-1S-70  Hour.  ,  CH--47-60  Hour-. 
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ACCIDENT  La?  .7J:IE 


IA' 


i 


forciJ  Jrc-c. 

Ac.  ^*.fits  Licit  cats  l.-.i.djn,.  LmcLnr 


F  \ . 
r. 

A}  r. 
To  til 


y 

3 

? 

10 


6 

i: 

4 

21 


0 

4 


'‘Accident  on  11  reb.  classified  is  "ot'm  r" 
requiring  DA  :  . 235,  net  included  in 
cl'  T.t  rr.t<  . 


9 

2 

1 

1? 


.  /vtLo  I  . 


F^bru 

*-i  r»v 

I 

r> 

ch 

Arril 

j 

Qu  rtcr 
Tot  Us 

I  Hour.' 

Acc 

1 

1 

a-ite  | 

iiourn 

Acc 

Rite 

Hours 

Acc 

il'te 

Hours 

Acc 

P. .  to 

H  C 

1 

66 

C 

0 

78 

0 

0 

137 

0 

C 

281 

0 

0 

5"  a  :c 

2276 

C 

0 

2365 

0 

0 

1  246? 

0 

C, 

7100 

0 

C 

119  i.LC  i 

2393 

0 

0  1 

2363 

1 

42.2 

2426 

1 

41.2 

7137 

2 

27.6 

170  n  if 

2347 

2 

35.2 

!  2124 

0 

0 

,  1966 

l 

C 

6..  5/ 

2 

30.9 

17?  :■  Zr.c 

733 

C 

0 

H4v 

0 

0; 

1  736 

c 

f 

232; 

0 

0 

1  }9  AHC 

2104 

2 

95.0 

|  2403 

2 

63.2 

,  237^ 

..1.6 

6835 

5 

72.5 

3  1  AC(K) 

702 

c 

0 

i  665 

C 

0 

321 

C 

21°  ’ 

0 

g 

7c  t  '.Is 

l 

i  10,626 

2 

y-.e 

.  10,652 

3 

27.6 

f 

10,315 

2 

If.  5 

1 

1  32,4  C 

9 

27.7 

21 
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1  ORIGINATING  ACTIVITY  Corpor«r«  AutAiN 

** »  *»0*  T  Vf  Cufcit*  Ci  A  1  \  *’  A  «o» 

CONFIDENTIAL 

HQ,  OACSFOR ,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

lb  (.HOUR 

u 

»  MRORT  TiTLt 

Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  HQ,  52nd  Aviation  Battalion 

«  DllcRiRTiyi  NOTH  f7>R«  of  tbpmf  9*4  /nrfuviM  4mf9) 

eriences  of  unit  encatied  in  counti  r ir.surcencv  operations,  1  Feb  to  30  Apr  70. 


•  au  THORili  (hfi  (mm,  middle  Initial,  laet  name) 


CO,  52nd  Aviation  Battalion 


•  RIRORT  OATS 

14  May  1970 

?M.  TOTAL  NO  O'  I’Afel*  T  7b  NO  O*  «t»» 

30 

AA  CONTRACT  O*  CHANT  NO 

AA.  OR'C'NA  TOB'4  Mri'C'K  1  NuMhi  Mill 

h  HROjIC  t  no 

N  A 

702130 

c 

•6  OTMtR  Rl  PO«  T  KOHI  (A">  oIRar  number*  that  «•>  ft#  aul^ad 

thle  report ) 

4 

[  1  3  DMTRilUTlON  IT  A  T(M(N  T 

j 

11  »u»»PL  IM(N  t  ANY  no  TCI 

M  (HONtOKlNC  MiUTINT  ACTIVITY 

N/A 

OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

.1473 


UNCLASS  I  FI  El) _ 

Security  CI#<<ifjr»tion 


